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[Life in God’s Service |
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In the Bible, Saint Paul gives us instructions on how to live our lives in God’s service (Romans 12: 6-8,11,12).
He reminds us that we are each blessed with different talents and abilities, and that we should use these gifts well,
each and every day. We should work hard and be content doing so.

In our daily lives we all have many things we must do, as students, teachers, and other workers here at Kwassui.
We have duties to perform and expectations about how we should act, which is natural and reasonable. Why is it then
that we, or people we know, sometimes see these responsibilities more as hardships, as obligations being imposed on
us, whereas others see their work or studies in a more positive light, as opportunities? These people believe they have
opportunities every day, to do good, to accept responsibility and to use their own unique gifts to contribute to society.
They may also see the daily challenges they face as a chance or time for growth, whether personal, professional or
spiritual.

For most of us our circumstances are basically set or fixed — this is where we are, and this is what we must do.
And yet two people in the same situation can regard their experiences as almost opposite: hardships versus
opportunities. Perhaps it is a question of attitude, for while our surroundings may be fixed, how we see ourselves and
the world around us is flexible. Our attitudes are flexible. Given the pressures and stresses of daily life, in our studies
or work, it is understandable that we occasionally feel more like the person who is “enduring hardships”. Reflection
upon our lives and ways of thinking can prevent this from becoming a habit, however.

Our attitudes are flexible: we can choose how we look at our lives and responsibilities. This choice is ours every
moment of every day: are our experiences mainly hardships to endure, or are they opportunities to do well, to serve
and to grow?

Let us be thankful, then, that we have all been blessed with different gifts and try our best to always use these
gifts well. Let us also be grateful for opportunities to serve, as we carry out our daily duties and lives in God’s service.

John Anderson ( JRE“FFL )
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[Faith that works through love. | Galatians 3:28

In his letter to the Galatians, Paul tells us to embrace diversity as we are all one in union with Jesus
Christ. The central message of the letter is how Gentiles, non-Jews, could convert to Christianity. At that
time, most converts were Jewish. Paul is quite clear: no matter what a person’s background, anyone could be
accepted, “what matters is faith that works through love” (Gal. 5:6).

I was thinking about diversity as I watched the World Cup in June. I was very excited when my country
of origin, England, made it to the semi-finals. Many news reports commented on the diversity of the four
European teams in the semi-finals. Most of the French players were from migrant backgrounds, their
families mostly coming from Africa. Nearly half the Belgian and English players were first or second
generation immigrants, and 15% of Croatia’s players were born in a different country. I was happy to see
these positive role-models, a contrast to the negative images of migrants which we often see.

In my class about multiculturalism, students learn about multicultural societies and how they deal with
the issues they face. Many students are interested in this topic because they feel Japan should become more
multicultural, by accepting more migrants to work and live here as members of Japanese society. I recently
read an article which featured an elementary school in a rural area of Mie prefecture, in which over half the
children have at least one parent from another country. The children speak nine different languages at home
but use Japanese at school. The article focussed on the positive effects of immigration into rural areas which
are suffering from depopulation.

When they visit Australia to study early childhood education, students are always impressed by the way
multiculturalism is a part of the curriculum even from the start of childcare, with the walls of the rooms for
babies and toddlers decorated with images from other cultures, including those of Aboriginals. Students see
children as young as four learning Japanese, using an app on I-pads to develop listening and speaking skills,
or in classrooms with specially trained teachers of Japanese as a foreign language. I hope that those
students will work to make their own future classrooms more inclusive, accepting and understanding of
diversity, teaching the children to love their neighbour as themselves (Galatians 5:14).
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