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Do Not Lose Heart! The Bible Can Help You Study English
AIIHFD 11 % 6 i

You may find English to be a stumbling block in your life: something that causes you problems or
difficulties. Perhaps you have fallen flat on your face when you’ve tried to use English, and you’ve made a
fool of yourself. Studying a language is a bit of a two-edged sword: you have to be prepared to go the
extra mile if you want to be very good, willing to rise and shine every day and work hard, but it can bring
you to your wit’s end with the amount of time it takes. It is a sign of the times that graduating students have
to make use of English, and the writing’s on the wall for those who haven’t improved their English while in
university. It often leaves people with broken hearts and their worlds are turned upside down when the
powers that be deny them a good job because they didn’t study English properly. Now is the time to set
your house in order and not look for scapegoats or excuses why you haven't studied and think “woe is
me” when that dream job is out of reach. Never give up the ghost and study English every day!

All of the bold type words and phrases are used in everyday English speech and are taken from the
King James Bible, which was commissioned in 1604. This Bible’s translation took six years to complete by
scholars from Westminster, Oxford and Cambridge, and the result is still favoured by many because the
language is so poetic and beautifully written.

The Bible offers much to us not only spiritually, but also linguistically! There are many more phrases we
take from the Bible that you probably already know. The ones here are just a drop in the bucket, so
studying the Bible can also help your English move from strength to strength.

HEEFF  Richard Bent
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Welcome strangers for they may be angels.
T TAAN~OTHE 13 7 2 H
Recently I see many stories in the news regarding the increase of foreign tourists and foreign workers in Japan. The latest
population figures estimated 2,660,000 foreigners currently live here, just over 2% of the whole population, which is low
compared to most industrialized countries. Moreover, because of the decline in the Japanese birth rate, Japan needs more
foreign workers especially in construction, care-work, farming, and service industries. In April immigration laws were
changed to allow foreign workers with certain skills to stay for longer, and bring their family to live here with them.

The government recognizes that the foreign workforce will need help especially with finding information about things
such as education and health care, as well as help learning Japanese. A law was passed in June to promote Japanese language
education for foreign residents, in order to create a “vibrant cohesive society that respects diverse cultures”. Recently an office
opened near here to provide multilingual advice to foreign residents, and I know several teachers and students who are
providing Japanese language support to children in local schools. In my classes we discuss ways students can help the children
and parents they might encounter, for example with issues like school lunches which might contain food that the family cannot
eat for religious reasons.

Today’s scripture is from Paul’s letter to the Hebrews, reminding them to welcome strangers in their homes, for who
knows, they might be angels. Japanese people are extremely welcoming and hospitable, but sadly there are stories of people
being discriminated against because they are foreign, for example when trying to rent accommodation. Many foreign workers
who come as Technical Interns find themselves mistreated by their employers, underpaid and over-worked, and tragically a
growing number are dying.

In several places in the Old Testament the Bible tells us to accept foreigners as we do ourselves, as the Israelites themselves
were once sojourners or foreigners in Egypt. I hope that Japanese people will be able to do that too.
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