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When I was a student, I read a book called “The Gulag Archipelago” by the Russian writer
Alexander Solzhenitsyn. It tells the story of the prison camps in the former Soviet Union where Solzhenitsyn
was imprisoned for about 8§ years. He was sent there because, while he was fighting against Hitler’s Germany,
he wrote a letter to a friend criticising the leader of the Soviet Union — Joseph Stalin.

While in the camps, he thought about why he had been imprisoned and concluded that the answer
was not because Hitler invaded the Soviet Union or because Stalin didn’t like what he had written. Rather
Solzhenitsyn looked at himself and what he had or hadn’t done He realised that he hadn’t always told the truth
and, by not being truthful, he had contributed to being put into a prison camp.

Jesus says “...ye shall know the truth, and the truth shall make you free.” and for Solzhenitsyn, this is
true not only in the sense that by believing in Jesus we will understand what is right and be free of our sins, but
it is also true in our ordinary, daily lives. By telling the truth, we make our own lives better and make the lives
of those around us better. We all know instinctively that is always better to be honest. However, how many of
us always tell the truth? How many small lies and evasions do we tell?

It is very hard to always tell the truth, especially if the truth will hurt or injure someone, and often we
must be very careful about how we express ourselves. However, if we do tell the truth and are always honest,
other people will come to trust and respect what we say, and we will make their and our own lives much better.

Andrew Gorringe (J<FEFF})
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Do you have a Christmas tree? When I was a child, my family had a real tree which we put indoors a few days before
Christmas and decorated with lights, tinsel, various ornaments and wrapped chocolates, and topped with an angel. After I
made a home in Japan, I bought a small but realistic-looking plastic Christmas tree and gradually built up a collection of
decorations.

The Christian tradition of decorating an evergreen fir tree originated in 16™ century Germany, with “Paradise Trees”. These
were decorated with apples and used in Mystery Plays on December 24" to teach the story of Adam and Eve. Gradually edible
ornaments and candles were added to the tree. Some say that Martin Luther added the candles to replicate the stars. Queen
Victoria’s German husband Prince Albert is credited with making Christmas trees popular in the UK, while German
immigrants took the custom to the US with them.

Christians see the evergreen branches of the Christmas tree as a symbol of God’s everlasting love, the candles represent
Jesus as the light of the world, and the ornaments show the beauty of God’s grace. A star, cross or angel at the top of the tree
is a reminder of the birth of Jesus and his ultimate sacrifice.

Luke 2:28~32 tells us how Simeon had been promised by the Holy Spirit that he would see the Messiah before he died.
When Mary and Joseph took the baby Jesus to the temple, Simeon held the child and referred to him as a light to reveal God’s
will to all the people of the world. When we look at our Christmas trees, may we remember that Jesus was sent to be the light
of the world, embodying God’s everlasting love.
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Humans have finite wisdom. Someone unknown once said: “you don’t know, what you don’t know.” To state it
otherwise: fest your thinking, trust in God.

Humans require divine perspective. Isaiah 55:8 teaches us: “My thoughts” says the Lord, “are not like yours, and
my ways are different from yours. As high as the heavens are above the earth, so high are my ways and thoughts
above yours.

As God reminds us in Isaiah 44:7: “Could anyone else have done what I did? Who could have predicted all that
would happen from the very beginning to the end of time?”

Divine hindsight, insight, and foresight, are three precious, spiritual attributes of God.

Followers of Jesus Christ have the privilege of prayer. Through prayer, God reveals His supreme wisdom to His
children. When we do not know, we should ask the Lord.

As we plan our new academic year, and wrap up the existing one, I want to challenge us with the words of
Proverbs: “Remember the Lord in everything you do”. Daniel set a prime example, of how to obediently walk in the
divine perspective of God, during turbulent times. Daniel acknowledged his ignorance, sought God’s counsel, and
applied it (Daniel 2:19). We see the same wisdom in Proverbs: “He will show you the right way.”

Practically speaking, my one goal for 2026, is to frequently meet with God, and pray for His guidance over my
daily affairs. Whether that may be in communion, individually, silently, sung, or spoken. I want to continuously talk to
God. Most importantly, I do not want to “lean on my own understanding”. As the Bible warns us, we should never rely
on what we think we know. I want to “remember the Lord in everything I do”. In doing so, God promises that He will
show us the right path. AV ATA RL (EEREETFD



