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The Light of the World
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Do you have a Christmas tree? When I was a child, my family had a real tree which we put indoors a few days before
Christmas and decorated with lights, tinsel, various ornaments and wrapped chocolates, and topped with an angel. After I
made a home in Japan, I bought a small but realistic-looking plastic Christmas tree and gradually built up a collection of
decorations.

The Christian tradition of decorating an evergreen fir tree originated in 16™ century Germany, with “Paradise Trees”. These
were decorated with apples and used in Mystery Plays on December 24" to teach the story of Adam and Eve. Gradually edible
ornaments and candles were added to the tree. Some say that Martin Luther added the candles to replicate the stars. Queen
Victoria’s German husband Prince Albert is credited with making Christmas trees popular in the UK, while German
immigrants took the custom to the US with them.

Christians see the evergreen branches of the Christmas tree as a symbol of God’s everlasting love, the candles represent
Jesus as the light of the world, and the ornaments show the beauty of God’s grace. A star, cross or angel at the top of the tree
is a reminder of the birth of Jesus and his ultimate sacrifice.

Luke 2:28~32 tells us how Simeon had been promised by the Holy Spirit that he would see the Messiah before he died.
When Mary and Joseph took the baby Jesus to the temple, Simeon held the child and referred to him as a light to reveal God’s
will to all the people of the world. When we look at our Christmas trees, may we remember that Jesus was sent to be the light
of the world, embodying God’s everlasting love.
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