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A Barren Tree
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It all started with a barren tree. This morning, I want to reflect on the inspirational life of Brother

Lawrence (1611-1691), a lay brother of the Parisian Carmelite Order. A few hundred years ago, during
another cold winter morning, on a battlefield, Brother Lawrence noticed a barren tree. As Brother
Lawrence looked at the tree, he had a revelation. He realized the tree was not going to remain so. In
time, the tree’s leaves would return, and it would blossom again. God spoke powerfully to Brother
Lawrence through a simple tree that day. To the extent that it led to his conversion and lifelong
commitment as a monk. It reminds me of the encounter Job had in Job 14:7 “For there is hope for the
tree, If it be cut down, that it will sprout again, and that its shoots will not cease.” The life of Brother
Lawrence testifies of two things: First, a living encounter with God is life-altering. 2 Corinthians 5:17
speaks so clearly of this: “Anyone who is joined to Christ is a new being; the old is gone, the new has
comé’. Second, constant, uninterrupted communion with God is possible. As a kitchen assistant and a
shoe-repairman, Brother Lawrence experienced this firsthand where he deliberately chose to use his
menial jobs to glorify God. His way of life became such an inspiration that people from all backgrounds
would visit him to discuss his views on faith.
From there, his insights were published in a book in 1692, The Practice of the Presence of God that has
never since gone out of print. Many described Brother Lawrence as someone who possessed an
overwhelming sense of inner peace. Moreover, his legacy testified that all work carries great purpose.
Isn’t it striking that God chooses to reveal himself so strongly to the meek?

In these cold winter days, we tend to notice the barren trees. However, underneath the surface, these
trees are deeply rooted and well-nourished. In due season, these trees will show signs of life again. A
life hidden in Jesus Christ never dies. May we, like Brother Lawrence, be so captivated by the love of
God, that we seek His constant presence in all our ways.

Postlude: All scripture passages: Good News Bible

Brother Lawrence (1692) The Practice of the Presence of God. Amazon
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