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When I was a student, I read a book called “The Gulag Archipelago” by the Russian writer
Alexander Solzhenitsyn. It tells the story of the prison camps in the former Soviet Union where Solzhenitsyn
was imprisoned for about 8§ years. He was sent there because, while he was fighting against Hitler’s Germany,
he wrote a letter to a friend criticising the leader of the Soviet Union — Joseph Stalin.

While in the camps, he thought about why he had been imprisoned and concluded that the answer
was not because Hitler invaded the Soviet Union or because Stalin didn’t like what he had written. Rather
Solzhenitsyn looked at himself and what he had or hadn’t done He realised that he hadn’t always told the truth
and, by not being truthful, he had contributed to being put into a prison camp.

Jesus says “...ye shall know the truth, and the truth shall make you free.” and for Solzhenitsyn, this is
true not only in the sense that by believing in Jesus we will understand what is right and be free of our sins, but
it is also true in our ordinary, daily lives. By telling the truth, we make our own lives better and make the lives
of those around us better. We all know instinctively that is always better to be honest. However, how many of
us always tell the truth? How many small lies and evasions do we tell?

It is very hard to always tell the truth, especially if the truth will hurt or injure someone, and often we
must be very careful about how we express ourselves. However, if we do tell the truth and are always honest,
other people will come to trust and respect what we say, and we will make their and our own lives much better.

Andrew Gorringe (J<FEFF})
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